TIFFIELD PARISH ANNUAL MEETING REPORTS
St. John the Baptist Church                                      Annual report for the Parish Council 11th April 2023
Following a successful fundraising campaign in the village and receipt of grants, major roofing works were carried out in summer 2022. This involved re-slating works to the chancel and nave and re-placing the lead covering to the South aisle. Associated timber and stone repairs plus work to gutters and flashings were carried out. Internal redecorations to the South aisle were completed when the fabric had fully dried out.
Again, our grateful thanks go to villagers who responded to our initial appeal. Without this support, which influenced and was acknowledged by the grant funders, the raising of sufficient funds would have been far more difficult.
The church reading room has had a thorough clean to the painted surfaces in the main room and looks much better for it. It is intended to redecorate the external elevations in the summer. It is available for hire by village organisations and by individuals.
The church is part of the Amelcote benefice and we share our part time vicar with the other three parishes. This has resulted in generally only one service per month which doesn’t help with the viability of the church. Fundraising and support are constantly an issue.
The churchyard is the burial ground for the village and is maintained by voluntary help from villagers. Thanks go to Sue Williams for help with grass cutting and to John Pearson for gate repairs. The boundary walls and paths are in urgent need of repair and another fund-raising appeal will be needed to address these issues. 
The annual open gardens event was again a substantial fund raiser for the church and our thanks go to H and all the volunteers who helped make this such a success as well as all the people who had worked so hard and opened their gardens.
As a village we have a duty to future generations to look after and maintain the church. Our thanks go to all those who do support the church in Tiffield.
Rachel Holloway             Mike Dean                 Churchwardens.

Tiffield Garden club annual report 2023.

We continue to meet in the Church Room at 7.30 0n the first Monday of each month with the exception of January and August and we have maintained a membership of 18.
Membership fees remain at £15 with a simple charge each meeting of £1,for a raffle ticket. Non-members pay £3.
 
Over the previous twelve months we have welcomed six speakers whose talks have covered diverse subjects ranging from practical gardening advice and tips, to local observations and knowledge ,to national subjects such as the History of the National Garden scheme.
We also enjoyed a trip on the Gayton and Tiffield Bus to visit the Hall and gardens at Kelmarsh Hall. A lovely day out with an outdoor lunch.
In December we ended the year with our Christmas Social; a shared meal with some fun and games. 
A number of our members gamely opened their gardens in August for the Village Open Gardens Day. Despite the very trying weather conditions previously it was still a rewarding experience with many visitors travelling from further afield to enjoy our very special village

 Ahead of us this year we have a couple of trips planned, a quiz night and several speakers. And this year's Open Gardens in May.
 Thanks are due to H for his continuing organisation of this special event.

Lesley Russell Brown

TIFFIELD EVERGREENS
Last year we met in the Church Room on every fourth Thursday of the month and enjoyed  fun Bingo, a Raffle and homemade Cakes.
We held two Sales afternoons during the year and the profits enabled us to have Easter Eggs; Strawberry Cream teas in the Summer and Sherry and Mince Pies at our December meeting.  We also had a very good Christmas Lunch at The George and were extremely well looked after by Laura and her Team.
Sadly, we lost George Knight this year.  George was our longest member who came to our very first meeting. He will be sadly missed.
We are now looking forward to next year when we will be happy to welcome new members.
Daphne Reed

Art Club
'We still meet Wednesday 2-4 in The George top room. Our membership is down to 6 and we would welcome new members, whether complete beginners or experienced artists. We have some communal materials for newcomers to try before they invest in their own and the more experienced of us are happy to offer help and guidance to beginners.
We are a friendly group who encourage each other in a convivial social environment, where we can also enjoy a drink and chat.'
Andy, please would you read this report on my behalf.
Many thanks
Gloria


FLOOD ACTION AND RESILIENCE IN TIFFIELD ANNUAL REPORT 2023

It has been a quiet year with relatively little flooding.

At the North End of the village, kerbs have been marked to show the position of drains during flooding so that they can be cleared quickly.  Thanks to Jem Russell Brown for both the idea and the execution!

Continued thanks go to those who clear drains of debris, which makes a big difference.

Paula Chaplin


Footpaths report for 2023  Annual Meeting of Tiffield Parish Council

1   Paths:

The state of the footpaths, bridleways and byroads within the parish is little changed since last reporting. Generally, they continue to make for good walking. Walking footpath (SA2) around or over the hill behind St John's School continues to require care, it is so overgrown as to be virtually impassable. Also, at the time of reporting it is flooded. The overgrowth has been reported to fixmystreet and addressed.  Byway (SA9) is little improved from previously reported

Generally, the waymarking of the various paths is good. Around the back of St John's School, with few prominent places to affix them, it's a case of hunt the way markers, again particularly in the growing seasons. Discussing this at a meeting with Katy Angel, the Keir person responsible for WNC's PROWs, it became apparent that it will continue to be necessary to hunt the way markers, since improvements were not considered necessary. Elsewhere, in a few places the markers are missing, are damaged or point in slightly the wrong direction. Carrying a map is highly recommended!

2   Crossings:

These include stiles, gates, bridges, openings and stairways.  Inspections carried out over the past year revealed comparatively few issues.

Stiles with exposed nails, uncovered barbed wire and overgrown sidings have been reported to fixmystreet and addressed.

The controversial gate across SA7, the footpath running across the field behind Meadow Rise has been dealt with, diplomatically it is believed. And on the same footpath, fixmystreet was advised of the collapsed step on the stair up to the disused railway and quickly repaired it.

The gate at the end SA6 leading on to Donkey Lane was very difficult to open. This was reported to Street Doctor. The gate is now easier, but by no means easy, to open. Perhaps a further referral to fixmystreet.


3 	Improvements (or not):

As noted in last year’s report the government and county council extol the health benefits of using footpaths and making them more assessable. However, they provide no funds to achieve this. For example, few stiles in Northamptonshire are easy to use, in fact some are downright challenging and definitely put people off using the footpaths. It appears that WNC have funds only to carryout minimal maintenance.

Yet there are virtually zero and low-cost things that could be done to improve matters. For example, a simple and cost-free thing that could be done to make two of our footpaths less uninviting is to have the 'Bull in Field' signs removed when the bull is removed from the field. The signs definitely put walkers off and their presence when there is no bull is against government policy. WNC's view, adopted by its Right-of-Way officers, is that landowners may forget to replace the sign when the bull is reintroduced into the field, and that its safer to have the sign when there is no bull rather than vice versa. A cop out or a way of discouraging walkers?

Other improvements, one not cost free but surely inexpensive, would be the addition of a steadying post on stiles with a high step, which is just about all those in our parish. The other, to reduce the height of stiles, again relatively low cost, would be to replace a stile's top rail with one pivoted at one end and fitted with a simple latch at the other. Suggestions on how the powers to be could be persuaded to bring about such changes will be greatly appreciated!


4	Reporting problems:

Reporting what you think is an issue with the parishes footpaths or any other paths is easy. Just log onto fixmystreet/northampton.gov.uk, locate the fault on the map in the app, describe the issue and click submit. The app comes back with a  case number which allows you to check the ROW's progress. Although in fact, the ROW officer provides work schedules and progress to the email address given in the report.

As noted above issues overgrown vegetation obstructing footpaths, barbed wire too close to stiles and a protruding nail on a stile were reported recently. Within a week fixmystreet reported they were all addressed. For further info the case numbers of these issues are: 4345791, 4345869, 4345956, 4346027, and 4346717.


James Tyrrell
Footpath Warden
23 Mar 2023


History of Tiffield Society
Since last April, with the Covid-19 pandemic subsiding, we were able to resume a more normal schedule of events. We have had talks on ‘Tutankhamun’s Egypt’ by Ruth Thomas, ‘The Development of Forensic Science’ by Anne Webb, ‘Quarries in and around Tiffield’ by Steve Jowers, followed by an outing to Milton Keynes Museum in July.

A questionnaire was circulated amongst members which resulted in changes to our programme involving moving meetings to Mondays at an earlier time of 7:30 p.m. and having fewer talks over the year with a preference for local subjects and speakers.

Our Autumn programme started in October with the AGM, followed by our own village blacksmith, John Pearson, who gave a fascinating talk about the history of ‘smithing’ from the ancient Egyptians to the present day. 

In November we had another very entertaining evening looking back on the activities of ‘The Tiffield Players’, our former amateur dramatic group, illustrated with memories, videos and photographs. For many it seemed as if their performances happened only yesterday but as about 30 years have gone by it is now recent history.

In December we had an entertaining pre-Christmas Quiz, hosted by Jem Russell Brown and Sue and Peter Thomas.

In January, Douglas Goddard gave a talk using old postcards to illustrate how Northampton has changed over the decades. Many views have altered but are still recognisable and it was fun spotting the differences, including the removal of trams.

In February, Philomena Liggins gave us an insight into the work of the Special Operations Executive (SOE) during WW2, with a lot of the premises and personnel involved having regional connections.

In March our local pilot Jason Roberts gave a well-attended talk on his flying experiences on a variety of planes, including his time as an engineer on Concorde.

Looking forward, Ruth Thomas is returning to give a talk on ‘Familiar Places in Northamptonshire: their History’ in April.

No meetings are scheduled for May and June but a summer visit to an historic location is scheduled for July with Date, Venue and Time to be confirmed
	
	
	


If you would like to know more about the history of Tiffield our ‘Concise History of Tiffield’ can be found at; https://www.tiffieldparishcouncil.org.uk/history-of-tiffield-society.html


Our investigations into Tiffield dwellings, and in particular, listed buildings, continues and we are talking to long standing residents about their memories of Tiffield in the past. If you have any interesting information, anecdotes from days gone by, or anything else such as photos or documents like deeds, please do share them with us. It all helps to build a picture of what village life used to be.

Once again, we thank Laura and Martin for letting us use the 'top room' at the George for our meetings. 

Steve Jowers 		Chairman 		stevejowers@gmail.com 01327 350292
Jem Russell Brown 	Hon Secretary	jemrb@yahoo.co.uk 	  03127 351908


Gayton and Tiffield Community Minibus
Annual Report to Tiffield Parish Council
The past year has been eventful but with Covid 19 now more or less under control we are getting back to normal. The uncertainties of the pandemic led to fewer private hire bookings and there appears to have been a reluctance from some passengers to use the bus. We have continued to operate a limited request service which has proved invaluable in providing essential transport services to our villages for those without access to assisted transport.
During the year we have gained three new volunteers in John Pearson from Tiffield and John Rogers and Peter Baxter from Gayton. We are about to provide the driver training and certification process for our three new drivers and to undertake refresher training for our existing drivers which will bring our loyal team up to eight volunteer drivers.
At the time of writing, we have not heard whether West Northamptonshire Council (WNC) will continue to provide grant funding, or at what level, but we remain hopeful that they will as this is an important source of income for us, as well as our fares (both cash and refunded concessionary ones) and private hire. Over the past year we have received grants from both Gayton and Tiffield Parish Councils for which we are most grateful and which will be used primarily for driver training.
We are in the process of trying to expand our service to include Eastcote, Pattishall and Astcote, following discussions with their Parish Council, and have submitted a formal application for approval to the ‘powers that be’. Hopefully, if successful this should provide us with more regular passengers which will assist in safeguarding the future of our service. It will mean a revised timetable but this will be publicised well in advance.
Cate Gardner, our Treasurer, has done a good job in managing our limited finances. We will be looking at all possibilities during the coming year of accessing additional funding for our service and any help and assistance in this would be greatly appreciated. It should be remembered that we are a Charity and any donations are gratefully received. Also, the bus is a community resource and if anyone needs to hire a state of the art 16-seater minibus for trips out, sports or social events, airport runs etc. please contact us for a quotation as this is a valuable source of income for us. 
So hopefully we can begin to look forward to the gradual resumption of normal services and a promising future which can enable us to continue to provide our unique low-cost service to an extended service area.
Our thanks to all of our dedicated team who have enabled us to provide our low-cost, volunteer-based service. Without the expertise, assistance and the active involvement of our Trustees we would not have coped with all the challenges of the recent period. 
I recently accepted the role of Chairman at our AGM and would like to heartily thank Rae Spencer who was involved in setting up the charity to keep the service going in 2007/8 and who has been running it superbly for the past 15 years. Thanks also to David Coppock from Gayton who has now stood down as well after many years as a volunteer.
We are now in our 38th year of unbroken continuous service which is a testament to our local village volunteers. There were initially 43 local community minibus services set up in the County in 1985 by government funding – only 2 of those have survived (mainly due to lack of local volunteers). Our thanks to all of our loyal drivers, helpers and supporters that has enabled us to be one of the survivors.
Steve Jowers – Chairman, Gayton and Tiffield Community Transport
Registered Charity No: 1118336

Report from Tiffield VA primary school 
At the start of the academic year, we welcomed five new children into Reception who all settled in well. We had a busy Autumn term with the KS2 children visiting Holdenby House and the whole school taking part in our Harvest Festival and Nativity celebrations. We also celebrated the 150-year anniversary of the school, which was formed in 1872. The children enjoyed finding out about the History of the school and looking at the archives. 
We have had some fantastic fundraising events such as our Macmillan coffee morning which raised £366 and £323 was raised for the homeless support charity Project 16.15 through Harvest Festival donations.
As a Federation we have continued to go from strength to strength and recently we  welcomed Yardley Gobion Primary school, which was celebrated in January with all five schools coming together for a Federation Day full of fun activities, and we are looking forward to all coming together again to celebrate the Kings Coronation in May.
Forest school and swimming lessons have continued across the year groups and the Year 6 children have had a fantastic time on their week long residential to Bawdsey Manor. They have enjoyed a huge range of activities ranging from abseiling to archery along with fellow students across the Federation. The Year 4 children are looking forward to their residential in June to the Frontier Centre in Irthlingborough.
Coming up in the Summer term we have our Federation sports day and a whole school trip to Twycross Zoo to look forward to and as an extra-curricular activity, the Year 5 and 6 children will be learning to play the African Drums!
Friends of Tiffield School continue to run fun events such as a bingo night and a disco for the children as well as organising the leavers BBQ in July.
Tiffield school continues to go from strength to strength and we look forward to an exciting future. 



TIFFIELD POCKET PARK ANNUAL REPORT 2023

In March 2022 we launched the 100 Club, which has proved a great success, enabling us to raise much needed funds. 

We are in the process of coordinating a project for repairing the 39 steps, which we recognise are in need of some TLC.  We are hoping that the Trust for Conservation Volunteers will be able to help us as it would be much more cost effective than employing contractors.  Unfortunately, as ever, we are short of local volunteers.

Looking ahead, we shall need to replace the dipping platform at some point and the usual problem of muddy paths at the Claydon’s field end during the winter is something that needs to be resolved.

The Pocket Park continues to be very popular with visitors and we endeavour to protect its status as a Local Nature Reserve at all times.


Paula Chaplin

Tiffield Investment Club
The Investment Club continues to be well supported with 16 members and we meet on the first Tuesday of the month at The George.
The past 12 months have not been straight forward what with Covid lockdown and Ukraine, all of which have affected the Stock Market, but we have managed to increase the value of the fund by £4,550 during the year.
My thanks must go to Arthur Hawker for all his hard work as Treasurer and to Robert Begley as Secretary. Also, to Martin and Laura at The George for their hospitality.
If any new members of Tiffield would like to join then they are most welcome to attend one of our meetings or to give me a call on 07850 558779 to discuss.
Duncan Needham - Chairman

Neighbourhood Watch
The residents of Tiffield have enjoyed another quiet and crime-free year with our area seeing another drop in crime figures,	 although this has been broken by the recent theft of tools from a van parked in High Street North over the weekend of 11th/13th March. I am sure that people are continuing to be vigilant for unusual activity in the village, but unfortunately this particular crime went undetected. I am sure that we are all aware of the need to protect our property, our neighbour’s property and our wider community from petty crime. Our constant awareness and vigilance is by far our communities best defence against criminality. 
There has been something of a wake-up call recently for anyone in our community with a key-less car or van. In the last month, at least 10 cars have been stolen in the NN12 and NN13 postcode areas, mostly Mercedes and BMWs under five years old.
This involves the overnight theft of high-end cars, with the vehicles gone but the key fob still present. It appears that offenders remotely amplify and clone the signal from the key fobs inside the property to make the cars computer think the key is with the vehicle.
The simplest and most effective way to reduce the risk of keyless car theft is to store the key fob in a Faraday Box or pouch, which prevents the thieves from using a relay attack on the fob to steal the car. When leaving the car in a car park use the Faraday pouch to store your key fob in your pocket to prevent cloning and theft of your care whilst you are absent.
Tips to safeguard your car: Consider buying The Defender Signal Blocker - RFID Faraday Box and Pouch. This is a police-approved product and costs around £6 for two
Store the box, the pouch and house keys well away from the front door, consider using a steering lock on the car, consider installing a smart doorbell, or a CCTV camera to cover the parking area, park the car in a garage if possible, or behind a gate if parked on a driveway, solar powered night lamps are both a cheap and effective way to illuminate the parking area.
I have been keeping up my logs of updates from SNAST, Northants Police, and our local PCSO’s, and have gathered data on ways to protect our homes, our pets, our outbuildings and vehicles. I can provide this information to anyone in need of it.
I can advise on personal alarms, fire safety in the home, various home alarms systems, CCTV and lighting, car and sheds security, unsolicited telephone cold callers, the telephone preference service and how it works, and call screening services.
Unfortunately, as I have just suffered a stroke, this may be my last report to you as Tiffield Co-ordinator as it may now be the time to hand over the post to someone in better health.
Cheers Andy.
Kev Corcoran. 
 NHW Co-ordinator for Tiffield, scheme no.S28
12 Meadow Rise. NN12 8AP Tel: 01327 350001      mobile: 07860 943334        e-mail: korky7417@gmail.com

