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From: Mr Andy Tennet, Clerk to Tiffield Parish Council to all Parish Councillors 07/04/2020: 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF TIFFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

held via Zoom on Mon 06/04/2020 at 7.45pm 

Present: Cllr J Beasley (Chairman of the Council). Cllr P Chaplin. Cllr L James. Cllr S Jowers. Cllr S Pady. Cllr P Power. Cllr R Powell. Cllr J Tyrell. Cllr E Welch. Mr A 

Tennet (Clerk to the Council) 

 Standing Items Action 

2004.01 Apologies for absence – all present  

2004.02 Declarations of interest related to business on the agenda for this meeting – none declared  

2004.03 To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the meeting held on 09/03/2020 - Minutes approved by all 
and signed by the Chair. 

 

2004.04 Matters arising from the previous minutes not included on the agenda for this meeting. 

2002.04 – Cllr Beasley to meet with Mr Tennet and Cllr Tyrell regarding access to the Poor’s Account – postponed 

due to Coronavirus restrictions 

2002.08 – Mr Tennet confirmed he had issued a post-dated contract to Luke Costello re grass cutting and 

discussed it with him in person. No response had been received as yet. 

Mr Tennet confirmed that Mr Costello had trimmed the willow tree on the green at no extra charge. 

 

Mr Tennet to action post 

Coronavirus restrictions 

Mr Tennet to continue to try 

to get the contract signed 
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2002.12 – A funding meeting between Mr Tennet and Cllr James re the VE Day celebrations had not take place as 

the event has been cancelled due to the Coronavirus. 

The response from Mr Reniham, head of the Gateway School had been forwarded to Cllr James. 

Cllr Jowers has submitted a report to the Chair in respect of options to assist The George. This is a work in 

progress. 

2003.08 – Membership of ACRE and attendance at any training offered has been postponed due to the 

Coronavirus restrictions 

Mr Tennet confirmed that no volunteers had come forward to replace Mr Bradley and undertake work around 

the village. 

At this point no vouchers had been purchased as thanks for Mr Bradley due to the Coronavirus restrictions 

2003.12 – Mr Tennet has confirmed our request for the provision of an outdoor table tennis table. 

2003.13 – Mr Tennet has not booked this course due to the Coronavirus restrictions 

2003.14 – The election nomination forms need no longer be submitted due to the cancellation of the local 

elections. 

2003.15 – Cllr Powell has assisted with the removal of the damaged tree in the Pocket Park 

Cllr Tyrell has fixed the snap frame in the telephone box to allow for a list of trained volunteers to be placed 

there. The list of said volunteers is still awaited from Simon Loake. Cllr Tyrell raised a point that some of the 

volunteers may be self-isolating and may not want their details included. This can be checked and the list 

amended if required. 

 

 

 

 

Mr Tennet to pursue after 

the Coronavirus restrictions 

have been lifted. 

 

As above 

 

 

 

 

Cllr Chaplin to speak with Mr 

Loake re the list of trained 

volunteers. 
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Cllr Pady raised the issue of infection control for the defibrillator as well. If it is used, then we should consider if 

the recipient is displaying any of the Covid19 symptoms. Cllr Pady volunteered to try to come up with a sign to 

alongside the defibrillator which she will send to the Clerk. 

Cllr James suggested that all the trained volunteers should be made aware of any new infection controls before 

they might need to use it. 

Cllr Tyrell recommended that the notice mainly refer to post use cleaning. 

Cllr Powell recommended that gloves, a face mask and disinfectant spray be placed in the defibrillator box if they 

could be sourced. 

Cllr Chaplin confirmed that a list of Community Assistance volunteers had been drawn up and circulated. 

Cllr Pady to prepare a notice 

regarding infection control 

for circulation to all trained 

volunteers and to be placed 

in the phone box. 

2004.05 Public participation session – no one present and no representations.  

2004.06 Finance report – Mr Tennet had circulated the accounts for the financial year to date earlier today. There were 

only two amounts of expenditure on the accounts. One being the Clerks wages (£495.97) and one being a 

payment for the village grass cutting (£200). Both had been paid under Section 111 of the Local Government Act 

1972. 

Mr Tennet confirmed that he has applied for the VAT return for the financial year 2019/20 and that we should 

receive the first half of the precept around the middle of this month. Mr Tennet reiterated that we start the new 

financial year in a slightly worse situation than last year and urged caution around expenditure at the moment. 

Cllr Beasley asked if we should proceed with the grass cutting due to the Coronavirus restrictions. Mr Tennet 

confirmed he had spoken with Mr Costello about this and was assured that as the company owner and only 

employee who maintains the correct social distancing, this should not be an issue. It was agreed by all to allow 

the grass cutting to continue at present. 
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The financial report was agreed by all and accepted by the meeting and signed off. 

2004.07 Correspondence – The list of correspondence had been sent out by Mr Tennet earlier today. He informed the 
meeting that we have had a lot of emails and correspondence from service providers, councils and banks etc 
regarding the Coronavirus and any impact that is having. 

Any communications regarding community assistance have been shared with Cllr Chaplin. 

Disappointingly the Unity Trust bank has reduced our interest rate to 0% and has confirmed this by letter. 

 

2004.08 Planning applications – none received. However, the Parish Council now has possession of a new laptop, 
projector, projector stand and large screen. All provided free of charge by South Northamptonshire Council 

 

 Business items Action 

2004.09 Councillors questions 

Cllr Chaplin asked the Clerk if he had any response to the messages asking if anyone needed emergency food 
packages. Mr Tennet confirmed that there had been no requests. 

Cllr James asked if the closure of the playground equipment included the football goals. It was agreed that it 
didn’t so long as those playing were from the same household and that no ‘organised’ games were taking place. 
There should be no encouragement to bring groups together. 

Mr Tennet raised the matter that the next meeting on the 4th May would normally be the Annual Parish Council 
Meeting with the election of a chair etc. In light of the Coronavirus this meeting does not need to be held or may 
be postponed. Agreed by the Parish Council that we will proceed with our meeting by way of Zoom. 

 

 With no other business the meeting closed at 08.10pm  

 

I certify that this is a true and accurate record of the transactions of Tiffield Parish Council in the above meeting: 

 

Signed:          Date: _______________ 


