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_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

From: Mr Andy Tennet, Clerk to Tiffield Parish Council to all Parish Councillors 14/01/2020: 

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF TIFFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 

held in The Reading Room on Mon 13/01/2020 at 8.00pm 

Present: Cllr J Beasley (Chairman of the Council). Cllr P Chaplin. Cllr L James. Cllr R Powell. Cllr S Jowers. Cllr S Pady. Cllr J Tyrell. Cllr E Welch. Mr A Tennet (Clerk 

to the Council) 

 Standing Items Action 

2001.01 To receive and approve apologies for absence – Cllr Power (unwell)  

2001.02 To receive declarations of interest under the Council’s Code of Conduct related to business on the agenda. (See 

[1] below) – None declared 
 

2001.03 To receive and approve for signature the minutes of the meeting held on 11/11/2019 – Minutes approved and 

signed off 
 

2001.04 To note any matters arising from the minutes not included on this agenda for report only: 

1911.13 – all actions discharged or cancelled 

1911.04 – The Parish Council is able to employ or recruit volunteers to act as ‘Odd job person’ for work around 

the village so long as it has Employer Liability Insurance, which it does. 

1911.08 – No Councillors had indicated any intention to stand down at the next elections 

Mr Tennet to check on any 

expiry date for fireworks 

bought this year 

Mr Tennet to circulate 

revised dates of PC meetings 

to all Councillors 
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1911.09 – Revised list of meeting dates to be circulated again by Mr Tennet 

1911.14 – Cllr Jowers awaiting better weather to progress cleaning of surfaces around play equipment on 

Claydons Field 

Cllr Beasley has yet to progress gaining access to the ‘Allotment Fund’ 

 

All other actions were confirmed as discharged 

Cllr Jowers to lead on 

cleaning the surfaces around 

the play equipment 

Cllr Beasley to continue to 

progress access to the 

Allotment Account. Cllr 

Tyrell and Mr Tennet to 

assist 

Mr Tennet to circulate 

details of Pocket Park 

account to Councillors 

2001.05 Public participation session. (See [2] below) – No-one present  

2001.06 Finance report – Mr Tennet presented the finance report to the meeting which has now gone into the last 
quarter for this financial year. There were no questions in respect of the data presented although a query was 
raised in respect of the invoice for the emptying of dog bins.  

Parish Magazine - £109.60 

Eon Electricity - £120.36 

Marcus Young (Dog Bins) - £800.16 

HP Support and Office Package - £393.13 

All payments were authorised under Section 111 of the Local Government Act 1972 by the meeting 

Mr Tennet to contact 
Marcus Young and clarify the 
frequency of visits to empty 
the dog bins. 
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2001.07 Planning applications – Ref S/2019/2506/MAF. The application was approved by the meeting but with a number 
of reservations in respect of its retrospective nature. 

Mr Tennet to feedback the 
Councils concerns regarding 
the retrospective nature of 
the application to the 
Planning Authority. 

2001.08 Correspondence – Mr Tennet took the meeting through the correspondence list from the last two months. There 
were no observations or comment. 

 

 Business items Action 

2001.09 Clerk renumeration/hours review – Mr Tennet informed that meeting that he had been discussing with Cllr 
Beasley that he felt he was in a position to now reduce his contracted 12 hours a week to 10 hours as from the 
start of the new financial year. This was due to him feeling that he now had the majority of matters in order. This 
was agreed by the meeting. 

Mr Tennet to amend his 
contract and re-sign same 
with Cllr Beasley 

2001.10 Proposed Budget 2020/21 – Mr Tennet took the meeting through the proposed budget for the next financial 
year. Due to lower income levels and a number of one-off payments that had been made this year the reserves 
were somewhat lower than in past years. There then followed some discussion as to if the village precept should 
be raised and if so by how much and what other opportunities there might be to raise income for the Parish 
Council. A number of actions were raised as shown opposite to explore other funding opportunities. 

Mr Tennet to: 

Speak with Mr Holloway 
regarding the village BBQ 
and any opportunities to 
raise funds via donations, 
the sale of beer and how it 
might tie into the VE 
Commemorations. 

Explore if the Parish Council 
could run a 100 club 

Circulate proposed charges 
to allow adverts in The 
Thunderbolt. 
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2001.11 Parish Precept – In light of the previous discussions a 5% increase in the precept was proposed and agreed by the 
meeting. 

Mr Tennet to notify the 
appropriate authority of this 
decision. 

2001.12 Internal Check report – Cllr Pady presented the report from the Internal Check that had been held on the 6th 
January the contents of which were agreed by the meeting. Both Cllrs James and Chaplin volunteered to assist 
with the Internal Checks where necessary. 

 

2001.13 Authority for payments – Cllr Beasley informed the meeting that following discussions with Mr Tennet and a 
check of the Financial Regulations, he was proposing that Mr Tennet be allowed to make payments which were 
under £250 and included in the annual budget. Such payments would be presented in the financial report and 
audited during the Internal Check process. Cllr Chaplin asked that initial payments to new suppliers be bought to 
meetings for authorisation also. This proposal was agreed by the meeting. 

 

2001.14 VE Celebrations/Firework Night – Cllr James volunteered to be the lead on developing plans for the village VE 

Commemorations. It was agreed that the fireworks bought for the cancelled display in November would be 

retained till next year (although a few may be used at the VE Commemorations).  

Mr Tennet to check on the 

storage/expiry date of the 

fireworks bought this year. 

Mr Tennet to contact other 

local Parish Councils to see 

what they might be 

organising for the VE Day 

2001.15 Request for support for the Local Electricity Bill – Cllr Beasley led the discussion on this item which relates to a 
request from ‘Power for People’ to support the Local Electricity Bill which if empowered would allow local 
communities to sell locally generated clean energy directly to local customers by establishing a statutory Right to 
Local Supply. After some discussion and further explanation, this request was agreed by the meeting and as such 
the following resolution is to be included in these minutes; 

  

Mr Tennet to notify the 
organisers of this campaign 
of the support for their 
campaign from Tiffield Parish 
Council. 
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That Tiffield Parish Council 
 
I) notes that the Local Electricity Bill  

• aims to address the current situation, whereby the very large financial setup and running costs 
involved in selling locally generated renewable electricity to local customers result in it being 
impossible for local renewable electricity generators to do so, 

• if made law, would make these financial costs proportionate to the scale of a renewable electricity 
supplier’s operation and therefore empower councils, together with their communities, to sell 
locally generated renewable electricity directly to local people, businesses and organisations, and 

• would result in councils or community organisations that set up local renewable electricity 
companies receiving revenues that could be used to help fund local greenhouse gas emissions 
reduction measures and to help improve local services and facilities 

II) accordingly resolves to support the Local Electricity Bill, supported by a cross-party group of 115 MPs 
during the 2017-19 Parliamentary session; and 
  
III) further resolves to write to the organisers of the campaign for the Bill, Power for People, expressing its 
support. 

 

 

2001.16 Pocket Park Report – Cllr Chaplin referred the meeting to her previously circulated report regarding the Pocket 
Park and explained that she would like to install a better dipping platform, more bird and bat boxes and 
encourage the school to get more involved. All of this forms part of a bid to the Lottery for funding. Cllr Chaplin 
confirmed that she had secured £500 of funding from the Wildlife Trust to pay for as many Ash saplings to be 
removed as possible. Cllr Chaplin also explained that more gravel is needed for the steps. 

Further, Cllr Chaplin asked for agreement that a donation be made to the Northants/Beds and Cambs Wildlife 
Trust for their assistance in this project. It was agreed by the meeting that a donation of £50 could be made. 

Mr Tennet to arrange 
payment of a £50 donation 
to the Wildlife Trust 

Mr Tennet to contact Dave 
Riley to see if he would be 
able to supply gravel for the 
steps. 
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2001.17 Councillors Questions – Cllr Chaplin asked if the gutters near the junction of High Street North and High Street 
South could be cleaned along with the drains in Eastcote Road. 

Cllr Tyrell raised the poor state of road marking at both the junctions from the village onto/across the A43. Mr 
Tennet confirmed that this has been reported the issues at the St Johns crossing to the Highways Authority 
previously but their assessment was that the road markings were sufficient. He will write to the Authority again 
in respect of both junctions 

Cllr Jowers asked if the Parish Council would make a donation towards the cost of new skittles and cheeses for 
the village which supports two Skittles Teams. It was agreed a £70 donation would be made 

Cllr James reported that her husband Marc had so far raised in excess of £600 for a memorial for the late Cllr 
Mark Godwin. He will be taking part in the Brighton Half Marathon on 23.02.20 and asked if all members of the 
Council promote the fundraising. 

Cllr Powell informed the meeting that he had been approached by parents at the school to see if the Vehicle 
Activated Speed sign could be moved nearer the school due to concerns about speeding drivers. Cllr James 
reported that she had been approached by parents regarding the lack of adequate signage near the school also. 

Cllr Powell also asked if the state of the pavement at the junction of Meadow Rise and High Street North could be 
reported to Street Doctor. 

Mr Tennet to contact Street 
Doctor to try to get these 
areas cleaned. 

Mr Tennet to report the 
state of the road markings at 
the junctions with the A43 
again as well as damage to 
the road furniture  

Mr Tennet to arrange 
payment of £70 towards the 
cost of new skittles and 
cheeses. 

Mr Tennet to check if the 
VAS could be moved to 
nearer the school and 
contact Highways re 
additional signage. 

Mr Tennet to notify Street 
Doctor re the pavement at 
the junction of Meadow Rise 
and High Street North. 

 With no other business the meeting closed at 09.45pm  

 

I certify that this is a true and accurate record of the transactions of Tiffield Parish Council in the above meeting: 

 

Signed:          Date: _______________ 


